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THESIS ABSTRACT

Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds, and Peace and Blessings of
Allah be upon our Prophet Mohammad, his family and his followers till the Day of Judgment.

Thesis Title: “The crediting of additional narrator authority and the views of hadith
and figh scholars about it: A critical, comparative study”.

This study investigated one type of Islamic Tradition (hadith) namely the “The crediting of
additional narrator authority to a hadith”, which is defined as the singlehanded behavior of some
later authoritative narrators of the Islamic Tradition (tabiun), who, unlike other narrators, added
words to a hadith narrated with a single text (matn) and a single chain of narration (isnad). This is
one of the most important and most difficult aspects of the “sciences of Islamic Tradition”,
because much judgment and ruling in Islamic Jurisprudence (figh) depend on it.

The attitude of hadith scholars varied regarding the acceptance or rejection of this type of
tradition, and the considerations of some stipulations of its acceptance. The books of the
fundamentals of Islamic jurisprudence (Usul al-figh) in particular, have dealt with this aspect of
the question, focusing on the discussion of the issue of proof and evidence.

The theoretical aspect of the matter constitutes the first chapter of the study where some
preliminary issues were mentioned. Then a definition of “accrediting hadith additional narration
authority” was given, highlighting its relationship to some kinds of “tradition sciences” such as
those dealing with “irregular” and “discordant” hadiths, for example; and discussing its types
from various perspectives as well as judgments about it. In this context, detailed sayings and
views of scholars of Islamic Tradition, Islamic law and Islamic jurisprudence were given.
Preponderance was given to the fact that each narration authority “addition” was subject to a
specific ruling, instead of opting for a general judgment of the phenomenon.

The second chapter of the study dealt with application which is the main goal of the study.
A large number of hadiths where “addition” occurred was collected from the six authentic books
of Islamic Tradition. Seventy-five hadiths only were subject to study. They were divided into
three categories on the basis of the following criteria: (a) the irregularity of the “addition” vis-a-
vis the original hadith, (b) its lack of irregularity, or (c) inconsistency in some aspects only. Each
category was discussed in a separate chapter in the light of the three criteria mentioned. In this
section, it was required to provide a thorough interpretation to identify the “additional” narrator
or narrators and the “added” words or sentences, and to provide the views of scholars concerning
this addition as well as the “rulings” that result from it.

Some of the most important of the study are the following:

(1) This type of knowledge was not the specialization of the “hadith terminology science” alone.
The scholars of Islamic jurisprudence have dealt with the subject in their books, and have
discussed evidence of its acceptance or rejection.

(2) The preponderant view is that of accepting “addition of narration authority”, but the
acceptance of each addition must be considered in the light of its proper context and
evidence.

(3) Books of [slamic jurisprudence as well as books on “provisional or ruling traditions” (ahadith
al-Ahkam) are some of the most important sources for the discussion of the issue of “addition
of narration authority”.

(4) The issue of “addition of narration authority” mostly occurred in books of “provisional or
ruling traditions”.

(5) The “addition of narration authority” affects the provisions or rulings meant by the original
text of the hadith as far as restriction and specialization of generalized meanings.

(6) The issue of “addition of narration authority” occurred in many books other than the six
authentic books of Islamic Tradition. But this is a wide area of study and discussion.

Allah be He exalted knows best. And the end of our prayer will be: Praise be to Allah the
Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds; and Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon His
Prophet Mohammad, his family and his followers till Day of Judgment.
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