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Epigraphs: “Ahmadinejad Says [ran Ready for 'Final Nuclear Step, ™ AFP, November 16,
2006; Victor Ostrovsky, By Way of Deception (New York: St Martin's, 19%0), 330;
Samuel Segev, The franian Trigngle (New York: Free Press, 1988), 249,
Ahmadinejad’s statement has generally been mistranslated wo read, "Wipe Tsrael off the
map.” Ahmadinejad never used the word “Israel” but rather the “occupying regime of
Jerusalem.” which is a reference to the Israeli regime and not necessarily to the country.
Moreover, the hard-line Tranian president misquoted Ayatollah Khomeini in his
speech. The father of the Iranian revolution had used the phrase “Sahneh roozgar,”
which means “scene of time," though for years the term was incorrectly translated by
the Iranian government to mean “map.” Ahmadinejad, however, said " Safkeh roozgar,”
which means “pages of time,” or “pages of history” No one noticed the change, and
news agencies stuck with the standard—but incorrect—translation. The significant
issue is that both phrases refer to time rather than place, making it incorrect to trans-
late it as "wiping Israel off the map.” As a result, Ahmadinejad “was not threatening an
Iranian-initiated war to remove [sraeli control over Jerusalem”™ but was rather “ex-
pressing a vague wish for the future,” according to Jonathan Steele of the Guardian, See
Jonathan Steele, “Lost in Translation,” Guardian, June 14, 2006; and Ethan Broaner
and Mazila Fathi, *Just How Far Did They Go, These Words Against Tsracli™ New York
Timmes, June 11, 2006,
“Israel Focuses on the Threat Beyond the Periphery.” New York Times, November &,
1992,
Seymour M, Hersh, " The Iran Plans," New Yorker, April 17, 2006, The White House de-
nied the allegations made in the story.
Barbara Demick, “Iran Remains Home to Jewish Enclave,” Knight-Ridder, September
30,1997,
In 1979 [ran’s Jewish community numbered approximately cighty thousand.
MNorman Cohn, Cosmaos, Chaos, and the World to Come (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 2001).
Paul Eriwaceek, In Search of Zarathustra (MNew York: Vintage Books, 2002), 184-185.
The henotheistic nature of pre-exilic Judaism is exemplified in the First Command-
ment, "l am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods before me.”
Larry Derfner,"See No Evil, Hear Mo Evil," Jerusalem Post, September 28, 2006,
Barbara Demick, "Iran: Life of Jews Living in Iran,” Sephardic Studies, heep:/fwww
sephardicstudies.org/iran.html.
Frances Harrbson, "Tran’s Proud but Discreet Jews,” BBC, September 22, 2006. "Ah-
madinejad didn’t do anything to the Jews so far. Despite everything he says in the me-
dia about the Holocaust and Israel, the Jews don't feel any pressure and maost of the
adults want to stay there,” another Iranian Jew told the ferusalem Post.
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Ewen Machskill, Simon Tisdall, and Robert Tait, “Iran's Jews Learn (o Live with Ah-
madinejad,” Guardian, June 27, 26,

Sadeq Saba, “Iran Jews Express Holocaust Shock,” BBC, Febraary 11, 2006,

Iohn R. Bradley, “Iranian Jews Wary of Becoming Scapegoats,” Washington Times,
March 21, 2006, Later in January 2007, Khatami gave an interview to the Israeli nows-
paper Yedior Aharenat, in which he criticized Abmadinejad for halding a conference in
Tehran questioning the Holocaust, “[ strangly condemn the holding of this confer-
ence,”he said on the sidelines of the annual Werld Economic Forum in Davos, Switzer
land. " The Helocaust against the Jewish people was one of the most grave acts against
humanity in our time. There is no doubt that it happened.” “Khatami Slams Contro-
versial Holocaust Conference,” AFP, January 26, 2007,

“Tranian Jews Shaping Isracli Policy,” Jane's Islamic Analysis, October 1, 2006,

Orly Halpern, "Cramyped in Ashdoed, Cheering for Iran,” fernsalem Post, hane 1T, 2006, Ody
Halpern, " lmmigrant Moves Back "Home' to Teheran,” ferusalem Post, Movemmber 3, 2006,
“It doesn't mean people are lying,” he added. “They are just dealing with you with a dif-
ferent character.” Michae! Slackman, " The Fine Art of Hiding What You Mean to Say”
WNew York Times, August 6, 2006.

Interview with Shmuel Bar, Tel Aviv, October 18, 2004,

Interview with Ehud Yaari, Jerusalem, October 24, 2004,

Interview with Mustafa Zahrani of the Iranian Fercign Ministry, New York, February
26, 2004,

William Kristol, “It's Our War— Bush Should Go to Jerusalem—and the 1.5, Should
Confront Iran," Weekly Standard, July 24, 2006.

fames Bamford, “Iran: The Next War,” Rolling Stone Magazine, July 24, 2006,

Michael Ledeen, " The Same War,” National Bevigw Onling, July 13, 2006,

John Gibson, “Tran Attacking Israel Is Really Attack on ULS." Fox News, July 13, 2006.
Brian Knowlton, “Rice Says Israel May Need 1w Prolong Offensive,” International Her-
ald Triburre, July 16, 20006,
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UN Special Commitzee on Palestine, Recommendations to the General Assembly, Sep-
tember 3, 1947,

Resolution 181 was adopted by a vote of thirty-three to thirteen, with ten abstentions.
Baoth the United States and the Soviet Union supported it.

R. K. Ramazani, "Iran and the Arab-Israeli Conflict,” Middle East Journal 3 {1978
414-415.

Sohrab Sobhani, The Pragmatic Enterite: Israeli-Iranian Belations, 19481988 (MNew
York: Praeger, 1989], 23, (Mohammad Mossadeq had been elected Iran's prime minis-
terin 1951 by a vote of seventy-nine to twelve by the Iranizn parliament. The landslide
victory left the Shah with no other option but 10 assent to the Parliament's vote, in spite
of his differences with the charismatic Mossadeq. The [ranian prime minister was later
overthrown by & coup organized by the CIA and the British intelligence, strengthening
the Shah's grip on power.)

Ibid., 3, 34.

Robert Reppa, Frael and fran— Bilateral Relationships and Effect on the Indian Ocean
Basin {Mew York: Pracger, 1974),91.
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Ramazani, “Iran and the Arab-Israeli Conflict,” 415,

"Masserism,” which maintained that the West sought the suppression of the Arab
masses and that the Arab-Tsraeli conflict was an instrument for Western intrusion in
the Middle East, had become a powerful force in the Middle East by advocating anti-
Colonialism and pan-Arab socialism.

Sobhani, Pragmatic Entente, 18,

Intervizw with former Iranian intelligence officer, Washington, DuC., March 14, 2004,
Fhone interview with Ambassador Ferevdoun Hoveyda, former head of the Perma.
nent Mission of Iran to the UN, Washington, D.C., March 3, 2004, Samuel Segev, The
Iranian Triangle (Mew York: Free Press, 1988), 62, In the early 1970¢, the Shah offered
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) head Yassir Arafat a more pro-Arab position
on Israel in return for 2n end to the PLO' support for the Iranian oppaosition. Later in
the 19605, the support of Arafat and the PLO—a major flag-bearer of pan-Arabism—
for Iranian opposition and separatist groups further fueled Iranian opposition to pan-
Arabism. The PLO opened its training camps to [ranian opposition elements that
waged a military campaign against the Shah's regime, in hope that a change of regime
in Tehran would bring Iran into the pro-Arab camp. {Interview with former Iranian
diplomat under the Shah, Washington, D.C., April 2,2004.)

Segev, [ranian Triangle, 35-36.

In 1954 Sultan Sanandaji, 2 low-level [ranian diplomat at the Iranian embassy in Lon-
don, had approached an Isracli diplomat at the Israeli embassy in London, First Secre-
tary Mordechai Gazit, and offered Israel access to Iranian energy sources. Sanandaji's
proposal quickly led to a diplomatic frenzy involving the highest levels of government
in both Iran and Israel. Later that year, Yisrael Koslov, a representative of [sraeli Prime
Minister Levi Eshkal, finalized the deal during a secret visit to Tehran. Segev, Iranian
Triangle, 40

Ibid., 6061, 39-41, A second pipeline from Eilat to Israel's Mediterranean port of
Ashkelon was constructed after the 1967 war, during which the Suez Canal was closed
dewn yet again. The Eilat-Ashkelon pipeline provided Isracl with 2 steady supply of il
for its refineries and its growing domestic consumption. lts capacity was around
400,000 barrels per day in 1970, with plans of increasing it to 1.2 million barrels per
day by 1980, Declassified Memorandum of Conversation between Pete Wolgast of
Esso and Warren Clark of the U5, Department of State, October §, 1970. This docu-
ment and the other government documents referenced here are available at the Na-
tional Security Archives,

Declassified correspondence between Foggy Bottom and U.S. embassy in Tehran, Feb-
ruary 13, 1969,

Interview with Deputy Minister M., Vakilzadeh, Washington, D.C., February 28, 2004,
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